
WHAT YOU’RE VOTING FOR
A five-minute guide to policy

Leadership
Coalition Labor Me-too

John Howard will remain as leader initially, with Peter Costello 
expected to take over after an undefined period, likely to be
18 months to two years

Kevin Rudd as leader, Julia Gillard as deputy leader and 
minister for employment and industrial relations, Wayne 
Swan as Treasurer, Lindsay Tanner as minister for finance

Neither side has guaranteed other cabinet members

Industrial relations
Will maintain Work Choices laws, including its fairness test
so that workers who trade away conditions are guaranteed 
equivalent compensation. Will simplify and rationalise awards

Will abolish individual employment contracts (Australian 
Workplace Agreements) by 2012. Will restore collective 
bargaining rights and a stronger role for unions. Will add an 
extra 10 national employment standards to the current minimum 
of five. Will allow all employees to make unfair dismissal claims

Both will give parents the right to separate periods 
of up to 12 months of unpaid parental leave

Economy
Disputes Labor’s savings claims. Will spend $3 billion 
on tax cuts for people earning $180,000 or more a year Has promised $10 billion in savings. Will defer tax cuts for 

people earning $180,000 or more a year

Both claim to be fiscal conservatives. Both have 
promised to maintain a budget surplus of at least 1% 
of GDP over term. Both support the independence of 
the Reserve Bank. Both support the Future Fund 
concept. Both offer the same $31 billion in tax cuts 
for people earning less than $180,000 a year

Education
Will set up extra 100 dedicated trades schools, directly 
funded by the commonwealth. Will offer up to 40 per cent 
non-means-tested tax rebate worth up to $400-$800 per 
child for education expenses, including school fees, from 
preschool onwards. Will pay teachers according to performance

Will build a trades training centre in every high school. Will offer
50 per cent means-tested tax rebate worth up to $375-$750 per 
child for education expenses, excluding school fees, from primary 
school onwards. Will give every Year 9-12 student access to a 
school computer and fast broadband access. Will fund 
fellowships for 1000 researchers and double the number of 
commonwealth scholarships. Will pay teachers more for working 
in key disciplines such as maths, science and literacy, in 
disadvantaged or rural areas, or taking on extra responsibilities

Both will introduce a national curriculum, 
though Coalition will start in Year 10, Labor at 
kindergarten. Both support the existing
$6 billion Higher Education Endowment Fund

Health
Will bypass states and set up community boards at Australia’s 750 
public hospitals to boost accountability and improve patient care. 
Will spend $433 million over five years on 50 Family Emergency 
Medical Centres. Will do more training of nurses in hospitals, not 
universities. Will spend $444 million over four years to train more 
doctors and nurses and provide elderly with home visits by 
practice nurses. Will spend $378 million on dental health

Will negotiate new agreements with states and territories as 
part of a $2.5 billion hospital and healthcare plan, promising to 
take full financial control of the system if they fail to meet 
prescribed standards by mid-2009. Will fund $220 million GP 
Superclinics and $400 million cuts to hospital waiting lists from 
$2.5 billion plan. Will spend $290 million on dental health

Both support the $1.8 billion disability 
assistance package, though planned funding 
routes differ. Both support $2.5 billion Health 
and Medical Infrastructure Fund. Both will 
create 2000 extra transition places for the 
aged to move them out of hospital beds

Climate
Will not ratify Kyoto Protocol. Has not committed to targets for 
emission cuts. Has set a 15 per cent mandatory clean energy 
target by 2020. Will explore use of nuclear power and permit 
uranium exports to countries outside non-proliferation treaty if 
other safeguards apply. Will set up $75 million new and emerging 
technologies grants program. Will set up a Climate Change Fund 
from sale of emission trading scheme permits from 2012. Will 
work with APEC partners to cut energy intensity by 25 per cent
by 2030 and boost forest cover by 20 million hectares by 2020

Both will commit only to a post-Kyoto agreement 
that requires action by all major emitters, including 
developing nations. Both support a carbon 
emissions trading scheme. Both offer $1000 
rebates for solar hot water systems to individuals 
and up to $50,000 for schools to install solar hot 
water systems and rainwater tanks

Childcare
Will pay 30 per cent childcare rebate upfront. Will help fund 
building or extension of up to 35 childcare centres in areas 
of unmet demand

Aged care
Will create 1000 extra aged care places in the community. 
Will double current capital funding for nursing homes Will increase frequency of utility allowance payments, 

increase telephone allowances and boost broadband 
access and offer cross-border seniors’ travel concessions

Housing
Will offer tax-free savings accounts to first home-buyers aged 
18-39 years, with family members able to contribute. Will help 
local governments speed up land release and home approvals, 
at cost of $100 million. Will sell 10 parcels of surplus 
commonwealth land for housing estates

Both will set up a $500 million grant scheme to help 
local governments develop community infrastructure 
to cut the cost of new housing development

Indigenous

Both support current Northern Territory intervention

Environment and water
Will spend $50 million in new money on a Great Barrier Reef 
structural adjustment package. Opposes Japanese whaling
but also opposes legal action to it. Will spend $345 million on a 
stormwater recycling plan from Natural Heritage Trust funding

Will spend $200 million on a Great Barrier Reef rescue plan from 
Natural Heritage Trust funding. Will not oppose legal action 
against Japanese whaling. Will recycle 30 per cent of wastewater 
by 2015. Will set up a $250 million fund to help fix leaky pipes. 
Will offer a $500 rebate for grey water systems/rainwater tanks

Both support the Tasmanian regional forest 
agreement. Both support the $10 billion action plan 
on water security, including the Murray-Darling 
rescue package. Both support the $5.1 billion 
National Heritage Trust

Infrastructure
Will boost AusLink funding for transport infrastructure by
$7 billion to $31 billion by 2013-14. Will boost non-AusLink
local road spending by $695 million. Will spend $958 million
on regional wireless/ADSL2+ network, to complement planned 
private fibre network. Will offer $2750 to people in remote areas 
to buy satellite dishes or long-range wireless to improve access

Will set up a federal statutory authority under COAG to 
co-ordinate the nation’s infrastructure development and 
regulation. Will encourage superannuation funds to invest 
in infrastructure. Will invest $4.5 billion in a high-speed 
broadband network

Both support the AusLink fund for road and rail. 
Both support private-public partnerships for 
infrastructure development

Defence Will withdraw 515 combat soldiers from Iraq by mid-2008. Has not 
said definitively whether it will withdraw 100 army trainers from Iraq

Both will keep troops in AfghanistanWill keep 515 combat soldiers in Iraq for as long as needed. Will bring 
50 of 100 army trainers back next year, with the other half to remain

Will ratify the Kyoto Protocol. Will cut greenhouse gas emissions by 
60 per cent by 2050. Has set 20 per cent mandatory clean energy 
target by 2020. Will oppose nuclear power stations in Australia,
but support continued uranium exports to non-proliferation treaty 
signatories. Will set up funds for renewable energy, clean business, 
clean coal and energy innovation at a net cost of $415 million over 
four years. Will offer individuals $8000 rebates for solar power, 
$500 rebates for landlords to install insulation and $10,000 in 
low-interest loans for solar systems, water and energy savings 
measures. Will set up a $500 million Green Car innovation fund

Will boost childcare rebate from 30 per cent to 50 per cent and pay
it quarterly. Will build 250 childcare centres on primary school 
grounds. Will give every four-year-old 15 hours of preschool a week 

Will offer low 15 per cent tax rate savings accounts to first-home 
buyers over 18. Will provide tax breaks to encourage investors to 
build affordable rental accommodation. Will conduct an audit of 
surplus commonwealth land. Will enter into new national 
housing affordability agreement with the states and set up
a housing supply research council

Will say sorry to stolen generation. Will sign the UN declaration on 
indigenous rights. Has pledged to close the 17-year gap between 
black and white Australia within a generation and halve the literacy 
and numeracy gap within 10 years. Will reform CDEP scheme

Both will increase pensioner allowances covering 
power, water and other utilities from $107.20 to $500
a year per household. Both will pay the allowance to 
carers and disability pensioners for the first time. Both 
will double seniors’ concession allowance to $500 a 
year for self-funded retirees. Both will improve
indexing of pensions to the cost of living

Will pursue practical reconciliation. Will improve indigenous 
communities’ access to mainstream services. Has expressed regret 
but not said sorry to the stolen generation. Voted against UN 
declaration on indigenous rights. Opposes CDEP community 
work-for-the-dole. Will hold referendum to include reconciliation 
statement in constitution


